
PROGRAMME OVERVIEW
EU for resilient green cities

Hall 2, D101 I Smart City Expo World Congress
4 - 6 November in Barcelona



09:00-10:30Arrival of partners Arrival of partners

11:00-11:30 HaDEABooth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

5G enabling Smart Cities with EU funding
Join us to hear testimonies of 5 CEF-Digital projects
showcasing their achievements and challenges
regarding the 5G with edge cloud for Smart
communities. Get inspired and learn about how CEF-
Digital creates a pool of blueprints for replication to
speed up the uptake of 5G and edge technologies
for Smart Communities in Europe.

Accelerating Urban Sustainability through
Integrated Approaches. 
Showcasing integrated European initiatives that
harmonize diverse urban sustainability efforts to
deliver cohesive and impactful urban
transformations.

12:05-12:50 European Urban Initiative (EUI)
NetZeroCities
European Capital & Green Pioneer
of Smart Tourism
GCom

Conference
Session, Stage:
Clean Cities

13:15-13:45 RESPONSE, ASCEND, BIPEDBooth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Digital services and tools for PED
Digital technologies (tools, services, etc.) are
transforming how cities produce, share, and manage
energy. This session brings together three
pioneering European Commission funded projects
(RESPONSE, ASCEND, BIPED) developing Positive
Energy Districts (PEDs) — urban areas that generate
more energy than they consume. The speakers will
showcase how data platforms, AI, digital twins, and
smart energy services are enabling PED design,
operation, and citizen engagement. Through a
moderated discussion, the session will explore key
lessons, challenges, and pathways for scaling PEDs
across Europe, highlighting how digital innovation is
driving the transition toward climate-neutral,
energy-positive cities.

04 November 2025 
Form and location Session Time Session partners

EU for resilient green cities
Programme overview for Conference Sessions, Booth Sessions 

as well as related Side Events

12:30-13:00 ARV, ASCEND, ATELIER,
NEUTRALPATH

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

European Green Capital & European Green Leaf
Awards
What is the European Green Capital and European
Green Leaf initiative? What are the benefits of
applying, and what do cities gain from the title?
In this short interactive session, discover the
answers through the inspiring stories of Lahti
(Finland) and Treviso (Italy), both awarded cities that
turned green ambition into action. Learn about
concrete projects developed thanks to their titles
and how this engagement connects with the Green
City Accord.
Join us and find out how your city can become a
frontrunner in urban sustainability! 

11:45-12:15 European Green Capital & European
Green Leaf Awards

Making Urban Governance Participative, Impactful
and Replicable
The session will explore multi-level aspects of urban
governance based on the experience of four EU
funded projects: ARV, ASCEND, ATELIER and
NEUTRALPATH. The session will provide insights
into the citizens’  role in innovation, the role of
governance in replication, governance of innovation
eco-systems and the capacity building experience in
cities. 

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Warm up & EC
Intro

Welcome to our booth: EU for resilient green cities
Meet the representatives of the European
Commission and the European Commission
representation of Barcelona for at official opening
of the joint booth. Get in touch with the 26 involved
European and international urban initiatives and
projects.

10:30-10:45 EC representatives

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

CIVITAS: New Mobility Services
Interactive showcase of replicable methods and
solutions from four ongoing CIVITAS projects
advancing new mobility and urban logistics services
– CodeZERO, metaCCAZE, MOBILITIES FOR EU, and
SUM.

14:00-14:30 CIVITAS



Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Smart Solutions for a Resilient Europe: EUSPA
Project Highlights
This session will focus on how Copernicus data
enable innovative services for smart, climate
resilient cities. The session will start with a
presentation about the activities of EUSPA to
promote the use of space data in a wide range of
downstream applications in urban environments.
Then, three EUSPA funded initiatives will be
presented: BUILDSPACE project aiming in delivering
services for climate resilient built environment and
cities, ENHANCE project working on coastal
resilience and FLOODGUARD solution for urban
flooding, part of the initial innovation catalogue of
Space4Cities project. Insights from the replication
of innovative services from BUILDSPACE will be
shared by City of Athens. The session will conclude
with an interactive discussion on the uptake of
innovative downstream applications. 

Inclusive Innovation: Delivering effective solutions
in Cities and communities
Join to explore how (and why!) inclusive innovation
can drive positive change. From the EU’s vision and
funding impact to specific insights from those
supporting innovation on connectivity, circularity,
mobility, or to improve resilience, the debate
connects policy to practice with contributions
spanning public institutions, cities and the private
sector.

14:05-14:50 PNO Innovation
EC HADEA - 5G projects
UP2030
European Capital of Innovation
Awards (iCapital)
CLIMABOROUGH
ENHANCE - One Health Coastal
Management

Conference
Session, Stage:
People - First

14:45-15:15 ENHANCE

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Impacts of the European City Facility
A small session presenting and discussing the
impact of the European City Facility, which has
provided 60 000 EUR to more than 400 local
governments and authorities - or groupings of of
these - to develop investment concepts for clean
energy or energy efficiency action.

15:30-16:00 EUCF

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Citizen Centric Energy Management
This session will highlight practical, on-the-ground
insights from cities and projects that are advancing
citizen-centric energy management. It will
demonstrate what works in practice, what drives
measurable impact, and what lessons can guide
others in accelerating the transition towards
smarter, more sustainable urban energy systems.
Participants will gain concrete examples of how
cities are empowering citizens, leveraging data and
digital tools, and fostering collaboration to optimise
local energy use and efficiency. The discussion will
aim to distil key takeaways and recommendations
for other stakeholders seeking to replicate
successful approaches.

16:15-16:45 Smart Cities Marketplace (SCM)

European Initiatives Advancing Mobility Systems –
What is in it for you?
Join representatives from CIVITAS, Driving Urban
Transitions (DUT), Smart Cities Marketplace, and EIT
Urban Mobility for an engaging discussion
surrounding the initiatives’ focus areas. Discover
inspiring good practices from across Europe, learn
how research, policy, and innovation intersect to
deliver systemic change, and explore how
collaboration between European initiatives can
accelerate the transition toward more connected,
accessible, and sustainable urban environments.

16:15-17:00 CIVITAS
Smart Cities Marketplace
Driving Urban Transitions (DUT)
Partnership

Conference
Session, Stage:
Shaping Mobility

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

The Future of Smart City Replication and Policy in
Europe
The session will explore the state of replication and
upscaling of smart city solutions  beyond pilot
projects across Europe and discuss the future policy
landscape together with three key platforms Smart
Cities Marketplace, Driving Urban Transition and Net
Zero Cities. Additionally, the session will adress the
various challenges and opportunities that are
guiding the uptake of solutions in cities. 

17:00-17:30 AIT/Linz, Smart Cities Market Place,
DUT, Net Zero Cities



Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Smart Tourism
Benidorm, the winner of the 2025 European Green
Pioneer of Smart Tourism competition, will discuss
smart and sustainable tourism in Europe and how
smart tourism can shape innovative and sustainable
destinations across Europe.

17:45-18:15 European Capital and Green
Pioneer of Smart Tourism



06 November 2024

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Cities at the Core of Europe’s NetZero Transition
Cities are at the forefront of Europe’s race to
climate neutrality. In this interactive booth session,
NetZeroCities and Mission Cities will share how bold
political pledges are being turned into tangible
action, from innovative heat networks to citizen-
driven building standards. Join us at the EU Pavilion
to hear real stories, ask questions, and discover how
city-to-city collaboration is accelerating Europe’s
green transition.

14:00-14:30 NetZeroCities

Sustainable Urban Futures: Navigating Energy,
Environment, and Resilience
"Europe’s cities lead the just and green transition
with their exemplary action. This session will explore
how cities can lead the way in sustainable
development by integrating clean energy, resilient
infrastructure, and inclusive policies. It will also
highlight the roles of urban initiatives such as the
Covenant of Mayors, the Green City Accord, the
Smart Cities Marketplace, and the Horizon Europe
Missions in advancing urban transformation."

13:20-14:05 DG ENER 
DG ENV (Green Leaf/Green Capital)

Conference
Session, Stage: 
Clean Cities

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Is your city the next European Capital of
Innovation? Win €1 Million!
The European Capital of Innovation Awards is an
annual recognition prize awarded to the European
cities that best promote innovation in their
communities.

13:15-13:45 EISMEA (iCapital)

05 November 2025
Form and location Session Time Session partners

09:00-09:15Check-in at booth Check-in at booth

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

European Capital and Green Pioneer of Smart
Tourism
Helsinki and Dublin, the winners of the 2019 and
2024 European Capital of Smart Tourism
competition, will discuss smart tourism in Europe.
The speakers, representing the European Smart
Tourism initiative, will discuss how smart tourism
can shape innovative and sustainable destinations
across Europe.

09:15-09:45 European Capital and Green
Pioneer of Smart Tourism

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

oPEN Lab: Powering Up the Neighbourhood!
In only 30 minutes, explore how communities are
turning local spaces into Positive Energy
Neighbourhoods by combining energy, creativity,
and people power. Speakers from Tartu, Pamplona,
and Genk will share inspiring stories of
transformation. 

10:00-10:30 oPEN Lab 

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

The Smart Energy Cluster and the road to an
impactful energy transition

10:45-11:15 Smart Energy Cluster

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Innovation practices for NEB 
Are you seeking innovative city solutions to
implement New European Bauhaus principles of
sustainability, inclusiveness, and aesthetics? Join
our city dialogue to explore real-life examples of
how the European Urban Initiative can support your
goals. 

11:30-12:00 EUI

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

CIVITAS: Urban Public Space Design
Interactive showcase of replicable methods and
solutions from four ongoing CIVITAS projects
advancing safe, inclusive street transformations –
AMIGOS, ELABORATOR, JUST STREETS, and
REALLOCATE.

12:15-12:45 CIVITAS

Meeting Room B37 Rethinking Shared Micromobility: Challenges, Good
Practices and Policy Directions
The Smart Cities Marketplace micromobility focus
group session will bring together cities, researchers,
and operators to identify challenges, share good
practices, and co-create policy recommendations
for safer and more sustainable shared e-scooters
and bike systems.

13:00-14:00 Smart Cities Marketplace
Budapest Institute of Technology



Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

From Pilot to Practice: How R&I Helps Cities
Transform
How can cities move forward on Positive Energy
Districts and local circular economies — and how
can research and innovation (R&I) support them
along the way? In this session, two R&I projects will
share clear, ready-to-use insights and results from
their work with European cities. We will also explore
how EU initiatives and partnerships can join forces
to help municipalities reach their climate and
sustainability targets.  

14:45-15:15 Driving Urban Transitions
Partnership

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Integrated Urban Sustainability
This session will explore how cities are adopting
integrated approaches to sustainability - linking
mobility, infrastructure, energy, and citizen
engagement to create coherent urban strategies
that deliver tangible impact. By highlighting
practical examples from European cities, the
discussion will demonstrate how integration across
sectors, governance levels, and digital systems
enables smarter, more sustainable urban
development. Participants will gain concrete
insights into what works, where challenges remain,
and how cross-sector collaboration can accelerate
progress toward climate-neutral, resilient, and
liveable cities.

15:30-16:00 Smart Cities Marketplace (SCM)

Pioneering Urban Energy Efficiency and Innovative
Solutions
"This session showcases pioneering EU initiatives
that bring energy efficiency, innovative services,
and sustainable urban solutions into practice.
Experts will share concrete cases from urban energy
management, efficiency, optimization, and
sustainable energy services followed by an
interactive debate on synergies and replication
opportunities"

16:10-16:55 Smart Energy Cluster
streamSAVE+
European City Facility
ATELIER

Conference
Session, Stage: 
Clean Cities

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

"Tools and Processes to facilitate Urban
Regeneration"

16:15-16:45 ARV

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Data and KPIs to improve urban planning and
design strategies in cities to fight climate change
Some of the most important needs of cities are
related to exploit the existing and to improve their
capacity to involve their communities to improve
their urban planning and design strategies. However,
just a few cities have precise and complete urban
planning frameworks oriented to achieve climate
neutrality by 2030, making urgent and fundamental
to improve the peer-to-peer exchange between
cities to learn from each other and increase the
effectiveness and impacts of their climate neutral
strategies. This session will deepen in the
CLIMABOROUGH experience to drive cities towards
a more systemic change.

17:00-17:30 CLIMABOROUGH
ANCI Toscana,  DKSR, Politecnico di
Milano, Urban DNA two cities (TBD)

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

The New European Bauhaus: designing sustainable
and inclusive urban futures
How can cities translate the New European Bauhaus
(NEB) principles into tangible urban transformation?
This session will showcase pioneering examples of
co-creation, innovative materials and multi-level
governance in NEB-inspired projects, supported by
EU programmes and initiatives such as LIFE and the
European Urban Initiative. 

17:45-18:15 The European Urban Initiative &
CINEA 

Future-Proofing Cities: Sustainable Innovations for
Liveable Urban Spaces
Exploring innovative urban solutions that
strengthen resilience and sustainability while
addressing climate, demographic, geopolitical and
economic pressures. Beyond technical approaches,
this session highlights new governance, social, and
financial models that reduce environmental impact,
foster circularity, and create inclusive, livable, and
future-ready cities.

14:25-15:10 ASCEND
NEUTRALPATH
oPEN Lab
ARV - Climate Positive Circular
Communities
IURC - BuildInn Basque Country
RESPONSE

Conference
Session, Stage: 
Infrastructure &
Building



06 November 2025
Form and location Session Time Session partners

09:00-09:15Check-in at booth Check-in at booth

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Streamlining Energy efficiency of Public Bodies
Public bodies must reduce final energy consumption
by 1.9% each year compared to 2021 levels. We will
discuss solutions for you.

10:00-10:30 SEVEn, EnEffect

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Innovative solutions for physical internet-led urban
logistics and planning
The session will focus on the outcomes of the
implementation of 4 Living Labs from the DISCO
project which aims at upscaling to a new generation
of urban logistics and planning, accelerating the
transition to net-zero and digital cities by 2050,
adopting a Physical Internet-led approach. The 4
Living Labs will be also awarded by the project
coordinator for their best measures

10:45-11:15 PNO INNOVATION

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Focus Group: Geospatial Tools for Cities
The focus group provides a platform for local
decision-makers, industries, investors, researchers,
and other smart cities stakeholders to collaborate,
prioritise needs, and leverage geospatial data to
create accessible and innovative solutions for
sustainable urban development, mostly focusing on
space solutions, from Earth Observation to
navigation services.

11:30-12:00 Smart Cities Marketplace

Booth session I
Booth D 101, Hall 2

Closing session & Key take aways
Join us for the closing session at the booth: EU for
resilient green cities. We will look back at the three
SCWC days and will gather for a final come together.

13:00-13:30 Smart Cities Marketplace



Partner Projects of the Joint European Commission Representation
of Initiatives and Projects:

The European Commission organises a joint presence of 26 European
and international urban initiatives and projects under the heading “EU
for resilient green cities” at this year’s Smart City Expo World Congress
(SCEWC), again showcasing Europe’s commitment to resilient, inclusive,
and smart urban transformation. 
The SCEWC is the world’s leading event for urban innovation, with over
25,000 participants from more than 150 countries annually.  
The Commission’s expo stand will serve as a hub for networking,
knowledge exchange, and showcasing cutting-edge solutions in energy,
mobility, digitalisation, and citizen engagement. Each of the 26 partners
will contribute to a rich programme of booth sessions, panel
discussions, and interactive exhibits designed to inspire and inform. 

Find us in Hall 2, D101 at the Smart City Expo World Congress from 4 - 6
November in Barcelona.

A QR code to find all projects and initiatives here:

ASCEND: 
ASCEND is a Horizon Europe project that creates positive, clean
energy districts in diverse urban areas. It focuses on active
citizenship, smart energy grids, and decarbonised public spaces
in Lyon and Munich and six Follower Cities.

ATELIER: 
Atelier is an EU-funded Horizon 2020 project developing positive
energy districts in Amsterdam and Bilbao as well as its Fellow
Cities. It aims to reduce CO2 emissions and promote sustainable
energy systems.

ARV: 
he ARV project aims to demonstrate and validate attractive,
resilient, and affordable solutions that significantly accelerate
deep energy renovations in four different climatic zones in
Europe, as well as the deployment of energy and climate
measures in the construction and energy industries. 

Since the project aims to implement climate-positive circular
communities in Europe, focusing on net-zero-emission buildings
and neighbourhoods, ARV will provide guidelines and a policy
framework for future energy-efficient, circular, and digital
solutions in the construction industry.



Covenant of Mayors Europe:
The Covenant of Mayors is an EU initiative uniting over 11,000
local governments committed to implementing EU climate and
energy objectives. It aims to secure a better future for citizens
through voluntary commitments by municipalities.

CINEA: 
CINEA contributes to Europe’s commitments toward a
sustainable future by supporting the effective implementation of
EU programmes. Its work focuses on promoting competitiveness,
supporting businesses, and protecting the environment.

Driving Urban Transitions Partnership (DUT): 
DUT is an intergovernmental R&I programme addressing key
challenges of urban transitions with 67 partners from 28
countries. It contributes to the EU Mission for climate-neutral
and smart cities.

CIVITAS:
The CIVITAS Initiative has been advancing the state of the art of
sustainable urban mobility in Europe since 2002 – facilitating
research, the validation of Living Lab results, the uptake of
solutions, the exchange of knowledge, and common learning
about the transport of people and goods.

CLIMABOROUGH:
CLIMABOROUGH provides the tools to cities to improve their
capacity to identify, procure and deploy climate-neutral services,
making them compliant and synchronised with their urban
planning strategies.

ENHANCE: 
ENHANCE is dedicated to protecting and restoring vulnerable
coastal ecosystems through innovative, sustainable solutions.
By integrating the One Health approach with cutting-edge AI
technologies, satellite Copernicus’ observations and Citizen
Science data services, we aim to address environmental, human,
and animal health challenges.

The European Capital of Innovation:
The European Capital of Innovation Awards (iCapital) celebrate
cities that harness innovation to improve the quality of life for
their citizens. Organised by the European Commission and
managed by EISMEA, the competition rewards local governments
that deliver bold solutions to societal challenges, foster
sustainable growth, and engage citizens in shaping their future.



European City Facility:
The EUCF unlocks this potential and supports municipalities,
local authorities, their groupings, and local public entities in
aggregating municipalities/local authorities in Europe with tailor-
made, fast, and simplified financial support and related services.
This enables them to develop relevant investment concepts
related to the implementation of actions identified in their
climate and energy action plans. 

European Capital of Smart Tourism: 
The European Capital of Smart Tourism is a European
Commission-funded competition promoting smart and
sustainable tourism, recognising cities for achievements in
sustainability, accessibility, digitalisation, and cultural heritage. It
aims to strengthen destinations and facilitate the exchange of
best practices.

European Green Capital & Green Leaf Awards, Green City
Accord:
The Green City Accord is a movement launched by the European
Commission to engage European cities in taking further action
towards a sustainable urban future. The Accord aims to support
cities in their transition to greener and more sustainable urban
environments by fostering capacity building and knowledge
exchange. 

European Urban Initiative (EUI): 
EUI is a European Commission instrument supporting urban areas
with innovative actions, capacity building, and policy
development for sustainable urban development. Their projects
test new solutions, techniques, planning models, building
capacities, and knowledge sharing in sustainable urban
development.

Global Covenant of Mayors: 
The Global Covenant of Mayors is the largest global alliance for
city climate leadership, with over 13,000 cities aiming to reduce
emissions and tackle energy access and poverty. This initiative
represents more than 1.2 billion people worldwide.

HaDEA:
5G for Smart Communities aims to speed up the uptake of the 5G
technology and coverage in Europe, while also demonstrating the
unique benefits of 5G to support socio-economic drivers from
local communities.



EU MISSION PLATFORM
CLIMATE NEUTRAL AND SMART CITIES

NetZeroCities: 
NetZeroCities works as a service-oriented platform supported by
world-class practitioners to help cities overcome the current
structural, institutional and cultural barriers they face in order to
achieve climate neutrality by 2030. It supports 112 European
cities known as the Mission Cities.

PNO Innovation: 
PNO Innovation represents projects like the projects
SYNCHROMODE, FOREMAST, DISCO, SPINE, and CLEVER that
collectively propose innovative solutions for synchronised smart
city mobility and logistics. These projects address critical urban
challenges such as traffic congestion, air pollution, and
emissions.

NEUTRALPATH: 
NEUTRALPATH is a project aiding cities in their transition to
climate neutrality by implementing positive and clean energy
districts. It focuses on stakeholder involvement and setting up
climate-neutral labs in Dresden and Zaragoza and three Fellow
Cities.

IURC: 
An EU-funded programme, the International Urban and Regional
Cooperation (IURC), aims to lead decentralised subnational
cooperation in the fields of sustainable urban development and
regional innovation.

oPEN Lab:
oPEN Lab is transforming three neighbourhoods in Tartu,
Pamplona, and Genk into Positive Energy Neighbourhoods.
Residents, local authorities, and experts are working together to
create communities that produce more renewable energy than
they consume.

RESPONSE: 
RESPONSE aims to establish climate-neutral cities by solving the
energy trilemma at building, block, and district levels. It supports
the cities Dijon and Turku and six Fellow Cities in delivering
positive energy blocks and districts.



Smart Energy Cluster
The Smart Energy Cluster is a collaborative effort of more than
30 EU projects focused on integrating various energy services
and incorporating non-energy benefits, while overcoming market
fragmentation and fostering cooperation. 

This inclusive approach bridges gaps and creates a common
ground for business development across different segments

streamSAVE+
The streamSAVE+, Streamlining Energy Savings Calculations in
the EU Member States + project aims to address the gap between
trends in energy savings of the Member States and the goals of
Article 8 of EED by assisting public authorities in the
development of new policies and harmonisation of energy
savings calculations across the Member States.

UP2030:
UP2030 supports cities in driving the socio-technical transitions
needed to meet climate neutrality targets by leveraging urban
planning and design as enablers of systemic change. 

Smart Cities Marketplace: 
The Smart Cities Marketplace is an EC initiative accelerating the
just and green transition of cities by improving quality of life,
competitiveness, and meeting climate targets. It brings together
cities, industries, SMEs, investors, and other stakeholders.




