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Urban Transition Challenge 2023

How to apply for the SCM matchmaking services

07 September 2023 - Online Info Session
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The Urban Transition Challenge 

2023 is organised by the EC 

initiative Smart Cities 

Marketplace as an official 

partner of the SCEWC Smart 

Cities Challenges held by ACCIÓ, 

Catalan Government's Ministry 

of Enterprise and Labour.

https://smartcities2023.b2match.io/page-3311
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Means, pace and scale of the transition

The EU Green Deal set the goal of making of Europe the first 
climate neutral continent by 2050

• Binding climate targets

• Investments

• Attention to ensure that the process benefits all parts of society and 
supports the citizens and territories most exposed to the costs of 
decarbonisation (Just transition)

Companies and cities are adapting to reduce climate risk...

...but the pace and scale of adaptation need to significantly 
increase.
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Main barriers to climate neutrality

Lack of funding /
financing schemes

Fragmentation of 
responsibilities 

Lack of human resources 
or skills

Disconnection strategy –
actions

Lack of knowledge about 
the “right” solutions

Lack of cooperation with 
private sector
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WHY is the EC Smart Cities Marketplace a resource 
for cities, businesses, and investors?

▪ SUPPORTS AND ACCELERATES

o the identification of smart city projects to develop or invest into 

o their replication and scale up

▪ INFORMS

o EU local communities – particularly from small and mid-sized 
cities (100,000 inhabitants) – on  how to become climate-
neutral.
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Mobility

Buildings 
& energy

Digital

The Smart Cities Marketplace

Scalable
Cities
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…and expanding!

And its expanding Investor network

https://smart-cities-marketplace.ec.europa.eu/matchmaking
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WHO can apply?

▪ Cities and city consortia from EU Member States

▪ focus on small and mid-sized cities (100.000 inhab.)

▪ larger cities also welcome

▪ + from Participating countries in Horizon Europe Programme

▪ Businesses, SMEs, and project developers encouraged to 
contact the relevant city administration(s) to see if a 
consortium can be formed

▪ Investors

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
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WHY should you engage in the Urban Transition 
Challenge?

• Accelerate the implementation of 
projects aiming at making your 
city climate neutral

• Benefit from free-of-charge
(financial, technical and 
governance) assistance

• Receive personalised project 
support according to your 
interests and availability

• Gain facilitated access to funding 

and financing opportunities

• Join networking sessions with 
cities, technical providers, and 
other key players with interest in 
co-developing projects in the 
areas of clean energy, sustainable 
mobility and ICTs

• Meet with investors to pitch and 
improve a project, get feedback, 
and build relationships for future 
investments
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WHAT type of support is provided?

▪ Matchmaking events

▪ Financing masterclasses

▪ Webinars

▪ 1-to-1 consultancy services (technical, financial, legal, 
engagement)

▪ Peer-2-Peer exchanges

▪ Deal meetings
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HOW to benefit ? 

1. Fill in the application 
form.

2. Register to the 
brokerage event on 
b2match and complete
your profile before 1st of 
November.

3. Choose format (physical 
meetings*, online 
meetings or both).

*The physical meetings will be 
organised at SCEWC happening in 

Barcelona from 7-9 November 2023.

mailto:https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/SCM-Project-Intake
mailto:https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/SCM-Project-Intake
https://smartcities2023.b2match.io/page-3311
https://smartcities2023.b2match.io/page-3311
mailto:https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/SCM-Project-Intake
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...and if you need HELP for your application?

Guidance document

https://smart-cities-marketplace.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2023-02/SCM_Guidance_CallForApplications_pdf.pdf
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...and if you need HELP for your application?

Helpdesk

https://smart-cities-marketplace.ec.europa.eu/form/contact
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...and if you need HELP for your application?

Solution Booklets

https://smart-cities-marketplace.ec.europa.eu/node/insights/solutions
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Some statistics...

127 € 616.3
million
Bankable project 
proposals received

https://smart-cities-marketplace.ec.europa.eu/
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EXAMPLE: Investment concept for 
PV with hydrogen generation and use

▪ Bydgoszcz, POLAND: 100.000-300.000 inhab.

▪ GOAL: Produce solar energy from 10 rooftop PV 
farms combined with hydrogen hydrolysis for one 
location to obtain "green hydrogen" as a low-cost 
energy carrier for public transportation.

▪ INVESTMENT VOLUME: about €52M
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Investment concept for 
PV with hydrogen generation and use

Task name Task description Time period

Task 1:
Assessment of the current situation

Assess the current situation of the project 
based on the existing investment 
concept.

July 2023

Task 2:
Assessment of the hydrolysis plant site

SWOT & recommendations. August 2023

Task 3:
Overview of available hydrogen technology

Review of hydrogen supply chain and 
elements and identification of different 
technologies, advantages/disadvantages. 
+ Best practices.

August 2023

Task 4:
Overview of financing options

Review financing options (European 
funding and loans) for implementation of 
the demonstration project.

September 2023

Task 5:
Report

Summarize findings October 2023



18

HOW TO PREPARE & FOLLOW UP?

▪ 2 tailor-made thematic webinars:

o 24/Oct (10:00-12:00h CET). Empowering Cities: Decarbonising Mobility, 
register here.

o 26/Oct (10:00-12:00 CET). Introduction to Navigating Hydrogen Integration 
in Smart Cities, register here.

▪ in-person workshop at SCEWC 2023: 08/Nov (10:00-12:00 CET) at 
European Commission stand “EC initiatives on Climate Neutral and 
Smart Cities”

▪ online financing masterclass: 16/Nov (10:00-16:00h CET)

▪ ...and more to come!

https://smart-cities-marketplace.ec.europa.eu/news-and-events/events/webinar-empowering-cities-decarbonising-mobility-through-strategies-success
https://smart-cities-marketplace.ec.europa.eu/news-and-events/events/webinar-introduction-navigating-hydrogen-integration-smart-cities
https://smartcities2023.b2match.io/components/31729?session=c2Vzc2lvbjoxNTAzNzc%3D
https://smartcities2023.b2match.io/components/31729?session=c2Vzc2lvbjoxNTAzNzc%3D
https://smart-cities-marketplace.ec.europa.eu/news-and-events/events/smart-cities-marketplace-financing-master-class
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Q&A Session
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Website Newsletter Twitter Linkedin YouTube Podcasts

FOLLOW US AND STAY IN TOUCH!

Luigi LO PIPARO | Matchmaking Coordinator | matchmaking@smartcitiesmarketplace.eu

Lucija RAKOCEVIC | Coordinator for 1-to-1 consultancy services | matchmaking@smartcitiesmarketplace.eu

https://smart-cities-marketplace.ec.europa.eu/
https://smart-cities-marketplace.ec.europa.eu/
http://www.ec.europa.eu/newsroom%20/ener/user-subscriptions%20/1759/create
http://www.ec.europa.eu/newsroom%20/ener/user-subscriptions%20/1759/create
http://www.ec.europa.eu/newsroom%20/ener/user-subscriptions%20/1759/create
https://twitter.com/EUSmartCities
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eusmartcities
https://www.youtube.com/c/SmartCitiesMarketplace
audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/%20en/podcasts#C-000010
mailto:matchmaking@smartcitiesmarketplace.eu
mailto:matchmaking@smartcitiesmarketplace.eu
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