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ÅWhat is an Urban Data Platform?

ÅWhat do cities use them for?

ÅWhat is the UDP initiative up to?

ÅWhy is it so hard to justify the investment?
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!ƴ Ψ¦Ǌōŀƴ 5ŀǘŀ tƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΩ ƛǎΧ
Χ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ όŘŜǎƛƎƴύ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ όƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜǎύ Řŀǘŀ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǊƻss city systems

Χ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘǎ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ όLƻ¢κǎŜƴǎƻǊǎΣ ŎƭƻǳŘΣ ƳƻōƛƭŜΣ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎǎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŜǘŎύ

Χ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ building blocks that enable cities to rapidly shift from fragmented operations to include more: efficient and effective 

operations, predictive capabilities, and novel ways of engaging and serving city stakeholders
Χ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ transform outcomes, in a way that is tangible and measurable, at local level {e.g. increase energy efficiency, reduce traffic 
congestion and emissions, create (digital) innovation ecosystems, efficient city operations for administrations and services}.

Χϧ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ όǘŜŎƘύ wŜŦ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ǾƛŜǿ¢ƘŜ tǊŀƎƳŀǘƛǎǘǎ όōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎύ ǾƛŜǿΧ

What is an Urban Data Platform (UDP)?
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Not mutually exclusive. Different priorities for different elements. Business Models vary. Ever-changing development journey. Data quality issues!

A pragmatic UDP Typology

Data Store

Examples:

Å Singapore

From AI & real-

time analysis to 

long-term 

scenario 

building and 3D 

visualisation

Examples:

Å Few and far 

between!

Examples:

ÅMultiple 

Examples:

Å NYC 

Å London

Open data 

portals 

supporting 

research, 

planning, as well 

as transparency 

and access to 

information

Examples:

Å London Data 

Store

Examples:

Å Copenhagen
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Cities are applying UDPs across a breadth of diverse uses
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